Call to Worship

Leader:  Arise, Christian women of this day!

People:  Arise, Christian men of this day!

Leader:  Arise, all people who have hearts,

People:  Whether your baptism be that of water or of tears!

Leader:  Say firmly to this world:

Men:  Our brothers and sisters shall not return to us, reeking with carnage;

Women:  Our children shall not be taken from us to unlearn all that we have been able to teach them of charity, mercy and patience.

Leader:  Let us solemnly take counsel with each other,

People:  That through the grace of God we can discern the way for the great human family to live in peace.

Leader:  For the commandment we have from Jesus is this:

People:  “Those who love God must also love their brothers and sisters.

(based on Julia Ward Howe’s 1870 “Mothers Day Proclamation” and I John 4:21)

Prayer of Confession

Forgive us, O God, when we diminish your commandment to love one another:  

- when we mistake “love” for a feeling that comes and goes instead of a commitment to the well-being of another;

- when we include only those in our small circle of family and friends as our brothers and sisters;

- when we domesticate “love” as solely interpersonal and deny love’s global demands.

As Philip shared your love with the Ethiopian eunuch, breaking through barriers of race, religion, and sexuality; as the Psalmist cried out for the poor to eat and be satisfied; teach us love’s full calling, that we may be transformed into true channels of your love.  

In the love of Christ we pray, AMEN.

(based on Psalm 22:25-31; Acts 8:26-40; I John 4:7-21; John 15:1-18)

A Prayer for Peace for Mothers’ Day 2006

(submitted by a friend of the Council of Churches)

 O God, our Loving Creator, on this Mothers’ Day 2006,

we labor once again to bring forth justice, peace, mercy and hope into our world.

What you have given us is enough food, land, love and each other.

We are all we have.  We are all we need.

 O Generous God, source of the wisdom and loving-kindness that live within each one of us, mid-wife us in our labor, so that justice, peace, mercy and hope will not die within us.

We are all we have.  We are all we need.

 O Gracious God, we pray as one people on Earth.

May our children and our children’s children inhabit a land overflowing with justice, peace, mercy and hope.

We are all we have.  We are all we need.

AMEN
